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Background to  
“The Delhi Declaration of Collaboration”  

26th September 2006 
 
The 2001 United Nations General Assembly Special Session (UNGASS) Declaration of Commitment on HIV 
and AIDS adopted by all UN Member States emphasised the importance of Òaddressing the needs of those at 
greatest risk of, and most vulnerable to, new infecti on as indicated by such factors as [É ] sexual practices.Ó At 
the 2006 High Level Meeting on AIDS, the Member States and civil society members reiterated the 
commitment, underlining the need for Òfull and active participation of vulnerable groups [É ] and to eliminate all 
forms of discrimination against them [É ] while respecting their privacy and confidentialityÓi. 
 
Numerous country and regional consultations have confirmed that the stigma, discrimination and 
criminalisation faced by men who have sex with menii, gay men and transgenderiii people are major barriers to 
the movement towards universal access to HIV prevention, treatment, care and support that has been 
committed to by all UN Member States at the 2006 High Level Meeting on AIDS. 
 
At the same time, recent studies have confirmed major HIV epidemics among men who have sex with men 
and transgender people in several countries in Asia and the Pacific and rapidly increasing HIV rates in many 
other countries in the region. 
 
The Male Sexual Health and HIV in Asia and the Pacific International Consultation ÒRisks and 
ResponsibilitiesÓ brought together a ÔtripartiteÕ of representatives from governments, along with donors, 
international and in-country non-government agencies as well as community-based organisations working with 
men who have sex with men, gay men and transgender people, in the areas of HIV [and in many cases STI] 
prevention, treatment, care and support, in a tripartite to explore knowledge gaps, obstacles and challenges, 
and discuss opportunities for moving forward towards universal access to these services for these 
marginalised sexualities. 
 
For more information and to participate in the moderated ÒRRÓ Bulletin Board discussion, visit the Consultation 
website, at www.risksandresponsibilities.org 
 

                                                 
i Paragraph 64 of the 2001 ÒUNGASS Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDSÓ and Paragraphs 20 and 29 of the 2006 
High Level Meeting on A I DS Uniting the world against AIDS,  ÒPolitical Declaration on HIV/AIDS.Ó 
 
ii While we use the term Ômen who have sex with menÕ here it is within the context of understanding that the word 
ÔmanÕ/ÕmenÕ is socially constructed. Nor does it use imply that it is an identity term referring to an identifiable 
community that can be segregated and so labelled. Within the framework of male-to-male sex, there are a range of 
masculinities, along with diverse sexual and gender identities, communities, networks, and collectives, as well as just 
behaviours without any sense of affiliation to an identity or community. This ÒDeclaration of CollaborationÓ addresses 
the concerns of all these diversities within the framework of men who have sex with men. 
 
iii Broadly speaking, transgender people are individuals whose gender expression and/or gender identity differs from 
conventional expectations based on the physical sex they were born into. The word transgender is an umbrella term 
which is often used to describe a wide range of identities and experiences, including: female-to-male and male-to-female 
sexual reassigned persons, cross-dressers, drag queens, drag kings, gender queers, and many more. [In the Asia and 
Pacific region this would include hijras, some kothis, zenanas and metis, kathoey, waria, bakla, faÕfaÕfinis, etc.] Because 
transgender is an umbrella term, it is often thought to be an imprecise term that does not adequately describe the 
particulars of specific identities and experiences. (For example, the identity/experience of a post-operative female to male 
transsexual will probably be very different from that of a female-identified drag king who performs on weekends, but 
both are often lumped together under the term "transgender people.")   web.mit.edu/hudson/www/terminology.html 

 


